Travellers in India

between, the Portuguese and the Samorin's
fleet off Cannanore. After becoming a factor at
Cochin he was subsequently made a knight by
the Viceroy,, Almeida. In 1507 he finally left for
Europe, returning home by the Cape route on a
Portuguese ship. Varthema closes his account
of his travels with a brief retrospect of the
doings of the Portuguese in the East, and fore-
tells for them a brilliant future.

In Varthema's record the personality of the
man is everything; in that of the next of our
travellers, Duarte Barbosa, it does not count.
Indeed, it is not by any means certain that
Barbosa was the author of the treatise which
bears his name, and purports to be a description
of his travels. This is not the place to enter upon
an elaborate examination of Barbosa's claims to
its authorship; but a few facts must be stated.
The choice seems to lie between Barbosa, its
reputed author, and the great discoverer,
Magellan. Both these two men went to India in
the early days of the Portuguese settlements in
the East Indies. Magellan returned to Europe in
1512; Barbosa followed suit, it seems, though it
is not clear, in 1517. When Magellan in 1519
triumphantly passed through the straits which
now bear his name, and so discovered a
western route to India, he was accompanied by
Barbosa. The Hakluyt Society Translator* of
these Travels, which were entitled A Description

* Lord Stanley of Alderley,
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